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El pretéerito—Ilas reglas

1. Actions that can be viewed as single
events

X camino

® llegaron
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2. Actions that were repeated a specific
number of times, or occurred during a

specific period of time

& escribi @
# \/lvimos
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3. Actions that are part of a chain of
events (time line)

10) se levanto, se vistio v salio

Vs
7

v




N

El pretéerito—las reglas

4. State the beginning or the end of an
action

O Empezo




N

El pretéerito—las reglas

5. Actions in the past that are seen as
completed—implies the action has a

definite beginning and end

10, hablo
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6. Remember—the beginning and end
may not always be clearly
stated...sometimes it is implied

10, hablo
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El imperfecto—las reglas

1. Actions that were repeated habitually
# Almorzabamos
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2. Used for actions that “set the stage”
for another action

10) leia entro
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3. Telling time
©® Eran
4. Age
10, tenia
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5. Weather

O Hacia
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6. Try substituting one of the following:

was / were...ing
used to...
would (meaning “used to")
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@[ worked

@ was working

@ visited

@] used to

4 took

@ would take
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/. General mental state or physical
sensations (feelings / emotions /
thoughts / beliefs / likes / dislikes,
etc)—these normally dont have a
beginning and an end
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8. How things were or what things were
like (characteristics of people, places,
things or conditions)

& FEra
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#®Fra

& estaban

\(lil
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Un repaso

#The preterite tells us specifically
when an action took place.

#The Imperfect tells us in general
when an action took place.
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El pretéerito—key words

1. Ayer 6. El otro dia

2. Anteayer /. En ese momento

3. Anoche 8. Entonces

4. Desde el primer 9. Esta manana
momento 10.Esta tarde

5. Durante dos siglos  11.|a semana pasada
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El pretérito—key words

12.El mes pasado 17/.El sabado por la
13.El afio pasado noche
14.Hace dos dias / 18.Una vez
anos
15.Ayer por la
mafana

16.Ayer por la tarde
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. A menudo

. A veces

. Cada dia

. Cada semana

. Cada mes

. Cada ano

. Con frecuencia
. frecuentemente

El imperfecto—key words

9. De vez en cuando
10.En aquella época
11.Generalmente
12.Muchas veces
13.Mucho

14.nunca




N

El imperfecto—key words

15.Por un rato 22.Los lunes
16.Siempre 23.Los veranos

1/.Tantas veces

18.Todas las semanas
19.Todos los dias
20.Todo el tiempo
21.Varias veces
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Practica

#(Hacia/hizo) viento.
#Mi hermano (iba/fue) al supermercado.

#Mi primo (tenia/tuvo) diez anhos.

#Los pajaros (cantaban/cantaron)
cuando Miguel (se despertaba/se
desperto)

# Amelia (estaba/estuvo) triste.
#La casa (era/fue) vieja.
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Mas practica

# (Eran/fueron) las seis.
#La familia (entraba/entro) a las seis.

#Cuando Maria me (llamaba/llamo), yo
(estudiaba/estudi€)

#Hace mucho tiempo, una princesa que
(se llamaba/se llamd) Mirabel
(vivia/vivid) en un castillo grande.




